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January 18, 2021 
 
Dear Families,  
 
Welcome to the Simonds and U-Connect Community! We are a diverse and connected family who work 
together for the success of all our students. Thank you for your completed registration package. Registering 
for Kindergarten is a big step in your child’s educational journey, and we are happy to have you with us. There 
will be several points of communication between now and September when your child begins kindergarten. 
 
On the afternoon of May 12, 2021, Simonds and U-Connect will be hosting a Welcome to 
Kindergarten orientation. You will receive more information about this in the next few months. At this time, 
your child will be able to see the school and meet the kindergarten teachers. You will also receive information 
about the school entry process (gradual entry) and what September will look like for your kindergarten child.  
 
In June, you will receive more detailed information about the gradual entry process, including a schedule for 
the first few weeks of school.  
 
In August, you will begin to receive Back to School information about Simonds and U-Connect and our return 
to school plan. 
 
Getting Ready for Kindergarten  
  
While kindergarten can be an exciting time, there may be some angst with unknown expectations. The 
kindergarten team at Simonds and U-Connect brings with it a wealth of experience and knowledge and are 
excited to begin the learning journey with your child. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to ask.   
  
Kindergarten entry (which happens over a period of two weeks, gradually increasing the duration of each 
session) will help provide time for adjustment to the longer school day. Kindergarten is a very social year, with 
students spending time making and playing with new friends, learning how to work with one another, building 
the capacity for following directions, and learning academic skills as well. While the teachers will work to meet 
the needs of every child starting from where they are at, they have provided a list of suggestions for things to 
do at home that will help your child have a more successful entry into kindergarten:  
 

• Practice with buttons, snaps, and zippers, working to put on coats and shoes independently. 
• Supervised scissor time which helps with fine motor development.    
• Playtime with peers which helps to build social skills. 
• Independent use of the bathroom. 
• Reading to your child daily which builds many pre-reading skills including a love of literacy.  
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• Practice with completing small tasks in a timely manner which will help to build punctuality into the 
morning routine.  
• Practice name writing the “Kindergarten Way” with a one capital letter at the beginning and lower-
case letters for the remainder.   
• Practice opening containers and snack bags which will foster independence at snack and lunch time.  

  
We look forward to meeting your child at our Welcome to Kindergarten event in May. Welcome to the 
Simonds and U-Connect Community! Should you wish to see our learning community in action, please have a 
look at our regular newsletters at: https://simonds-uconnect.sd35.bc.ca/news-events/newsletters/ . It 
showcases our learning and our work towards our school Action Plan for Learning, as well as some of the great 
opportunities for students and families. 
 
Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to ask. 
 
Regards, 
 

 
Paul Trattle 
Principal 
Simonds and U-Connect 
  
 

 
 
 


